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CITY  OF  PETERBOROUGH. 


I. 

REPORT 


OF  THE 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1936. 


•ITY  OF 


PETERBOROUGH 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 


Chairman — 

ALDERMAN  WHITSED. 


Vice-Chairman — 
ALDERMAN  J.  T.  FISHER. 


THE  MAYOR  (ex-officio) 
ALDERMAN  RISELEY 
ALDERMAN  DAY 
ALDERMAN  MANSFIELD 
COUNCILLOR  BARTRAM 


COUNCILLOR  BATTEN 
COUNCILLOR  MRS.  BRYANT. 
COUNCILLOR  H.  J.  FARROW 
COUNCILLOR  GREEN 
COUNCILLOR  SWAIN 
COUNCILLOR  WRIGHT 


INFANT  WELFARE  COMMITTEE. 

Chairman — 

COUNCILLOR  H.  J.  FARROW. 

Vice-Chairman — 

COUNCILLOR  MRS.  BRYANT. 

THE  MAYOR  (ex-officio). 

THE  MAYORESS  (ex-officio). 

The  Chairman  of  The  Finance  Committee  (ex-officio) . 

The  above  Committee  excluding  Alderman  Riseley  and  adding 
COUNCILLOR  MARTIN  ^  COUNCILLOR  MRS.  ITTER 

COUNCILLOR  A.  H.  MELLOWS. 

with  the  following  co-opted  members  : — 

MRS.  DICK  MRS.  MARRATT 

MRS.  FLETCHER  MRS.  J.  WALKER 

Dr.  W.  PEACH  HAY. 


Staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  School  Medical  Officer,  Medical  Superintendent  of  the  Isolation- 
Hospitals,  and  Medical  Officer  to  the  Child  Welfare  Committee — 

*Wm.  JOHNSTONE,  M.D.,  B.Ch.  (Glas.),  D.P.H.  (Carnb.). 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health  ( part  time ) — 

'  JOHN  N.  COLLINS,  M.D.  (Lond.). 

Ante-Natal  Consultant  ( part  time ) — 

J.  D.  S.  FLEW,  M.D.  (Lond.),  B.S.,  M.C.O.G. 

Health  Visitors — - 

*Miss  E.  M.  TAMPLIN,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  A.R.San.  I. 

*Miss  R.  P.  THOMPSON,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  A.R.San.I. 

Ante-Natal  Matron — 

*Mrs.  R.  M.  RITCHIE,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

Matron  Borough  Isolation  Hospital — 

Miss  I.  B.  SKINNER,  S.R.N.,  R.F.N. 

Clerks — 

Chief  :  PI.  A.  GOODACRE  Junior  :  L.  C.  MOTTRAM. 

Chief  Sanitary  I nspector  also  Inspector  under  Foods  and  Drugs  A  cts. 

*J.  L.  SEDEN,  M.S.I.A.,  Cert. R. San. I. 

Sanitary  Inspectors — 

f*J.  CATLOW,  M.S.I.A.,  Cert. San. Insp.B. 

*  D.  G.  PATERSON,  M.S.I.A.,  Cert. San. Insp.B. 

Public  Analyst — 

Wm.  ELBORNE,  M.A.  (Carnb.). 

*Salary  Contributions  made  by  Exchequer  Grants. 
fPart-time  Shops  Acts  Inspector. 


PURSUANT 


TO 


Article  14,  Sub  section  (3)  of  the  Sanitary  Officers  Order,  1926. 


Every  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  to  compile  an  annual  report  applicable 
to  each  calendar  year  on  the  sanitary  circumstances,  the  sanitary  administration 
and  the  vital  statistics  of  the  district,  which,  in  this  case,  is  the  Borough  of 

Peterborough. 


Circular  1561  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  embodies  the  information  required 
by  the  Ministry,  and  the  report  for  1933  which  follows  is  compiled  in  the  main 
on  the  lines  indicated  in  that  circular. 
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CITY  OF  PETERBOROUGH. 


Annual  Health  Report  1936. 

I.  GENERAL  STATISTICS  FOR  1936. 

Area  of  Borough  in  Acres  (from  1st  April  1929)  .  .  10,022 

Population  (Census  1931)  .  43,551 

Population  Estimated  (R.G.)  Mid.  1936  .  .  . .  .  45,850 

No.  of  Inhabited  Houses,  1931  Census  .  .  .  .  11,018 

Rateable  Value  £311,138  :  Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  (£1,200) 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  .  15.2 

General  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  (corrected)  .  10.35 

Infantile  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  .  57.3 

Zymotic  Mortality  (epidemic  diseases)  .  0.13 

II.  EXTRACT  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR, 

Total  M.  F. 

LIVE  BIRTHS  :  Legitimate  646  305  341 

Illegitimate  28  14  14 

674 

Still-births  22 

696  Birth  rate  15.2  per  1,000  pop. 

Total  M.  F. 

DEATHS  529  280  249  Death  rate  10.35.* 

*  England  and  Wales  :  12.1. 

Deaths  of  Infants  (under  one  year  old) — 40. 

(1)  Legitimate,  39.  (2)  Illegitimate,  1. 

Total  infant  mortality,  per  1,000  live  births  .  57. 3f 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  .  Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  .  1 

f  England  and  Wales  :  59. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  1936. 

Ihe  report  is  required  to  open  with  any  specially  noteworthy  causes  of 
sickness  or  invalidity  in  the  area  during  the  year  1936. 

It  is  highly  satisfactory  to  be  able  to  record  that  with  regard  at 
least  to  epidemic  diseases  there  was  no  fatality  in  this  Borough  during 
1936  from  Diphtheria,  Scarlet  Fever,  Enteric  (Typhoid  or  Paratyphoid) 
Fever,  or  Measles  :  albeit  there  were  cases  from  each  of  the  diseases 
referred  to. 

Of  the  scarlet  group  there  was  an  unusual  amount — more  than  in  any  post¬ 
war  individual  year — and  a  totally  inordinate  incidence  during  the  first  15  or  16 
weeks  of  the  year  (over  half  the  year’s  incidence  took  place  in  the  first  lustrum). 
All  parts  of  the  town  were  involved,  but  the  old  Borough  area  being  more 
closely  populated  was  more  heavily  attacked,  though  the  numbers  were  in 
inverse  ratio  to  severity  ;  so  mild  was  much  of  it  that  in  whole  series  the  rash 
was  so  fleeting  as  never  to  have  been  detected — if  it  ever  appeared  at  all — 
and  certain  cases  notified  one  day  would  be  pronounced  “  clear  ”  in  as  short  a 
space  as  five  days’  time. 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
and 

CHIEF  INDUSTRIES  CARRIED  ON  IN  THE  AREA. 

Peterborough  is  sometimes  referred  to  as  an  agricultural  area,  but  agri¬ 
cultural  pursuits  constitute  an  insignificant  element  amongst  its  inhabitants’ 
occupations.  Only  3.7  per  cent,  of  its  gainfully  occupied  male  population 
have  anything  to  do  with  agriculture. 

Brickmaking  is  in  similar  case  with  still  fewer  adherents  at  1.5  per  cent. 

Peterborough  is  an  industrial  town  occupationally  with  its  manufacture 
of  bakers’  ovens,  railway  repair  shops,  elastic  and  corset  factories,  (herb-)  bulb 
factory,  aeroplane  manufacture,  some  brewing,  making  of  armaments  and, 
(temporarily),  an  Air  Force  training  centre  (pilots  and  aircraftsmen). 

Already  alluded  to,  brickmaking  is  a  minor  issue  in  occupation  of  Peter¬ 
borough  residents,  the  brickfields  being  all  outside  the  borough  on  the  South 
(Huntingdonshire),  as  is  also  a  factory  of  10  years’  standing  manufacturing 
sugar  from  sugar  beet. 

This  last  is  of  doubtful  value  occupationally-speaking.  The  nature  of  the 
work — a  “  campaign  ”  it  is  termed — is  of  about  17  weeks’  duration  each  year. 
The  consequence  of  this  seasonal  spell  is  to  throw  a  lot  of  men  out  of  work 
all  at  one  time  and  at  a  time  of  the  year  (January)  when  their  amalgamation 
into  other  employment  is  least  likely. 

Its  effect  are  manifested  in  the  Child  Welfare  Department  where  the 
numbers  on  the  free  list  inevitably  augment  at  and  following  the  termination 
of  the  Beet  Sugar  “  campaign.” 
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INFLUENCE  INIMICAL  TO  HEALTH  OF  THE  INHABITANTS. 


The  Ministry  Circular  (1561)  alludes  to  “  any  conditions  of  environ¬ 
ment  which  appear  to  have  had  a  prejudical  effect  on  health.” 


If  there  are  multiple,  the  single  influence  inimical  to  the  health  and 
well-being  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  Borough  is  the  flying  of  Service 
Air-planes  over  the  City  and  its  immediate  environs  by  night  as  well 
as  by  day. 


Day  flying  interferes  with  rest  and  recuperation  of  night  workers,, 
since  it  is,  when  taking  place,  incessant  from  8.50  a.m.  more  or  less 
continuously  to  4.30  p.m. — 1\  hours. 


Night  flying  correspondingly  denies  proper  rest  to  day  workers 
since  it  is  a  relay  affair  spanning  its  superfernal  operations  from  night¬ 
fall  to  anything  up  to  2.30  a.m. — 4  hours  taken  out  of  a  night’s  rest. 


The  above  is  a  measure  of  the  persistence  of  the  nuisance. 


The  din  is  not  like  road-traffic  capable  of  being  got  used  to,  but  an 
impinging  row  with  vibratory  element  of  an  order  that  is  devastating 
and  mandatorily  distracting. 


Not  long  ago  in  carrying  out  an  examination  of  children  in  one  of 
our  schools  located  in  an  area  much  pestered  by  the  unwelcome  hordes, 
a  large  proportion  of  my  examination  of  chests  with  the  stethoscope 
was  vitiated  by  the  perpetual  inmitigated  drone-buzz-drone  overhead. 
Virtually  the  results  could  hardly  be  taken  as  worth  record  so 
prejudicial  were  the  concomitant  conditions. 


Anyway  the  position  of  the  populace — invalids  and  non-invalids 
alike — is  badly  prejudiced  by  the  present  regime,  and  I  as  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  appeal  for  an  abatement  (total  cessation)  of  the  nuis¬ 
ance  and  transference  of  the  Flying  School  to  a  site  better  adapted  for  the 
purpose. 
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PREMATURE  MORTALITY. 

Whilst  there  may  be  a  mead  of  satisfaction  that  the  general  death-rate 
of  the  city  compares  in  general  terms  so  favourably  with  that  of  the  country 
as  a  whole,  yet  the  position  is  one  hardly  to  be  viewed  with  equanimity  having 
regard  to  the  mortality  which  takes  place  at  ages  up  to  52  years. 

Take  the  30-year  period  23 — 52— the  heyday  of  life — a  period  of  fullest 
usefulness  and  when  by  all  the  laws  of  averages,  expectation,  and  probability, 
death  ought  to  be  a  rarity,  the  local  "  bills  of  mortality  ”  show  roughly  \ 
of  the  year’s  (any  year’s)  death-roll— 100  in  round  figures — out  of  a  total  slightly 
in  excess  of  500,  to  be  encompassed  within  this  life-period. 

The  whole  of  this  “  century  ”  has  joined  the  majority  prematurely,  and 
while  it  is  a  fact  that,  in  a  general  way,  the  British  race  is  becoming  longer 
lived,  this  is  but  cold  comfort  and  no  compensation  to  those  who  lose  their 
bread-winner  and  get  their  lives  dislocated  at  an  age-period  when  they  could 
most  reasonably  look  for  things  to  be  otherwise. 

It  is  no  exaggeration  to  state  that  this  manifestation  of  premature  death 
ought,  above  all  others,  to  be  a  problem  with  exceeding  strong  claim  to  be 
tackled,  yet  both  locally  and  nationally  scarcely  given  as  much  as  passing 
notice. 

It  is  of  far  more  importance  than,  for  example,  infantile  mortality  which 
cannot  be  much  further  reduced  for  lack  of  knowledge  of  inevitable  causation 
and  impotence  of  control  because  its  ramifications  are  on  a  wider  basis  and  its 
consequences  to  those  bereft  far  more  serious. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA. 

(a)  Laboratory  facilities. 

Regard  is  had  to  the  advantage  of  a  sectional  service  aid-to-diagnosis  of 
such  order  as  a  Non-County  Borough  need  hold  itself  out  to  undertake  by 
making  some  provision  though  without  statutory  obligation. 

Demand  requiring  serologicial  work  is  of  so  limited  a  character  that  it  is, 
and  has  been  in  the  past,  met  by  “  contracting  out.” 

(b)  Ambulance  facilities. 

There  is  no  change  to  record  quantitatively  from  the  position  detailed 
in  previous  reports,  except  that  the  general  ambulance  of  1929  vintage  having 
had  condemnation  report  upon  it,  had  been  scheduled  for  replacement  by  a 
18  h.p.  Talbot  which,  though  selected,  had  not  at  the  end  of  the  year  been 
delivered  to  the  Corporation  from  the  makers. 

The  arrangements  are  adequate  to  all  normal  needs. 

(d)  Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics. 

No  alterations  have  occurred. 
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BIRTH-RATES,  DEATH-RATES,  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY, 
MATERNAL  DEATH-RATES,  AND  CASE-RATES  FOR  CERTAIN 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  IN  THE  YEAR  1936. 


England  and  Wales  and  143  Smaller  Towns. 

The  Registrar-General’s  are  Provisional  Figures  based  on  Weekly  and 
Quarterly  Returns  ;  the  local  are  for  the  Calendar  Year  (1936). 


Peterborough. 

England 

and 

Wales. 

143 

Smaller  Towns 
(Resident 
Populations 
25,000  to  50,000 
at  1931  Census. 

Actual  j 

Rates  per  1,000  Population. 

Nos.  | 

Births  : — - 

Live  . 

698 

15.2 

14.8 

15.0 

Still  . 

22 

0.48 

0.61 

0.64 

Deaths  : — 

All  Causes 

526 

10.35 

12.1 

11.5 

Typhoid  and  Para- 

typhoid  fevers 

0 

0 

0.01 

0.00 

Smallpox 

— 

— — 

• 

Measles  . 

0 

0 

0.07 

0.04 

Scarlet  fever 

0 

0 

0.01 

0.01 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

0.02 

0.05 

0.04 

Diphtheria 

0 

0 

0.07 

0.05 

Influenza 

9 

0.19 

0.14 

0.15 

Violence  . 

23 

0.58 

0.52 

0.39 

Notifications  : — 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

0.00 

— - 

Scarlet  Fever 

222 

4.8 

2.53 

2.48 

Diphtheria 

20 

0.43 

1.39 

1.26 

Enteric  fever 

2 

0.04 

0.06 

0.06 

Erysipelas 

17 

0.37 

0.40 

0.35 

Pneumonia 

38 

0.82 

1.11 

0.96 

Rates 

per  1,000  Live  Births. 

Deaths  under  1  year 

of  age  . 

40 

57.3 

59 

55 

Deaths  from  Diarr- 

hoea  and  Enteri- 

tis  under  2  years 

of  age  . 

5 

7.1 

5.9 

3.4 

Maternal  Mortality 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

1 

1.43 

1.40 

Not 

available 

Others 

3 

4.29 

2.41 

Total  . 

4.72 

3.81 

Rates  per  1,000  Total  Births  (Live 

and  Still). 

Notifications  : — 

Puerperal  fever 

2 

2.8  ] 

3.27 

2.80 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

6 

8.4 

9.64 

7.57 
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2.  CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  PETERBOROUGH,  M.B.,  1936. 


(Registrar  General's  Figures). 


Causes  of  Death.  Males.  Females.  Total. 


Civilians  only,  All  Causes  . 

280 

249 

529 

1. 

Enteric  fever 

2. 

Measles 

— 

_ 

_ 

3. 

Scarlet  fever 

— 

— 

_ 

4. 

Whooping  Cough  . 

■ - 

1 

1 

5. 

Diphtheria  . 

— 

— 

— 

6. 

Influenza 

3 

6 

9 

7. 

Encephalitis  lethargica 

1 

2 

3 

8. 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

9. 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

11 

9 

20 

10. 

Other  tuberculous  disease 

1 

3 

4 

11. 

Syphilis 

1 

— 

1 

12. 

General  Paralysis  of  the  insane, 
tabes  dorsalis  .  .  . 

1 

1 

13. 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

33 

30 

63 

14. 

Diabetes 

6 

8 

14 

15. 

Cerebral  haemorrhage,  etc. 

16 

19 

35 

16. 

Heart  disease 

56 

64 

120 

17. 

Aneurysm 

— 

— 

— 

18. 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

11 

12 

23 

19. 

Bronchitis 

11 

16 

27 

20. 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

8 

8 

16 

21. 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

3 

2 

5 

22. 

Ulcer  Peptic 

4 

3 

7 

23. 

Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2  years) 

5 

- — - 

5 

24. 

Appendicitis  and  typhlitis . 

3 

- — - 

3 

25. 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 

1 

— 

1 

26. 

Other  diseases  of  the  liver,  etc . 

— 

1 

1 

27. 

Other  digestive  diseases 

4 

3 

7 

28. 

Acute  and  chronic  nephritis 

12 

6 

18 

29. 

Puerperal  sepsis 

1 

1 

30. 

Other  puerperal  causes 

- — 

4 

4 

31. 

Congenital  debility  and  malfor¬ 
mation,  premature  birth 

21 

6 

27 

32. 

Senility 

11 

12 

23 

33. 

Suicide 

4 

— 

4 

34. 

Other  deaths  from  violence 

20 

3 

23 

35. 

Other  defined  diseases 

29 

26 

53 

36. 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

4 

4 
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GANGER  MORTALITY. 


Summary  : — Total  Males  . .  ......  33 

Total  Females  .  .  .  .  27 


60 


Preponderant  Location  : — Males  :  Gastro-intestinal  tract  45%  of  all  Male  Cancers. 

Females  :  Breast  and  reproductive  organs,  44%  of  all 

Female  Cancers. 


1936.  Cancer. 
England  and  Wales 

Peterborough 


Death  Rate. 

1 .6  per  1,000  pop. 
1.3  per  1,000  pop. 


1936.  INCIDENCE  OP  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES,  INFANT  AND  GENERAL  MORTALITY 

BY  WARDS  OF  CITY. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Section  C.l.  (ii). 

Re-organisation  of  the  Borough  Sewerage  System  and  Disposal. 

The  proposals  for  a  complete  re-organisation  of  the  sewage  system  and 
disposal  of  this  city  is  still  being  pursued.  Messrs.  J.  D.  and  D.  M.  Watson 
are  the  consulting  engineers  and  they  have  tabulated  a  comprehensive  report 
for  the  complete  re-construction  of  the  sewer  reticulation  of  the  city,  as  also 
full  details  of  proposed  new  works  of  sewage  disposal.  Unfortunately,  much 
difficulty  is  being  experienced  in  their  being  unable  to  proceed  with  this  matter 
owing  to  the  protracted  nature  of  negotiations  with  owners  of  land  contiguous 
to  the  site  selected  for  the  new  disposal  works. 

The  Council  considered  a  further  report  from  the  consulting  engineers 
under  dated  22nd  June,  1936,  salient  points  from  which  are  as  follows  : — 


“  Most  of  the  development  in  the  city  has  taken  place  to  the 
North  and  West  and  here  the  new  sewerage  is  certainly  required.  On 
the  North  the  inadequacy  of  the  present  system  has  resulted  in  floods, 
nuisance,  etc.,  while  to  the  West,  Longthorpe  village  and  adjacent 
areas  possess  no  main  sewer  at  all. 

“  For  the  purposes  of  the  design  for  new  sewers,  it  has  been 
assumed  that  ultimately  some  15  per  cent,  of  the  existing  population 
will  have  moved  into  the  suburbs  together  with  any  new-comers.  As 
this  movement  progresses  the  flow  in  the  southern  outfall  will  tend 
to  decrease,  while  the  flow  in  the  proposed  northern  gravity  sewer 
will  increase.  The  ultimate  population,  for  design  purposes,  has 
been  taken  as  50,000. 

“  Owing  to  the  fact  that  the  present  outfall  sewer  is  below  flood- 
level  in  the  River  Nene,  excess  storm-water  cannot  always  be  dis¬ 
charged  into  the  river,  consequently  the  capacity  of  the  new  southern 
outfall  will  be  considerably  more  than  sixtimes  the  dry  weather  flow 
(6  D.W.F.).  The  water  consumption  is  33  gallons  per  day  per  head 
of  population  at  present,  but  the  design  of  the  works  has  been  based 
on  a  dry  weather  flow  of  36  gallons  per  head,  i.e.,  1,800,000  gallons 
per  day. 


Then  the  report  goes  on  to  deal  wit  a  what  has  been  alluded  to  as  the 
Northern  outfall  main,  referred  to  in  the  report  as  the  Northern  gravity  sewer, 
which  is  destined  to  be  a  very  important  element  in  the  sewerage  system  of  the 
city  and,  in  large  part,  will  be  a  new  construction,  namely,  in  its  course  between 
Newark  village  and  Fengate  where  the  new  sewerage  works  are  situated.  This 
sewer  can  be  used  temporarily  for  storm-water  until  the  area  has  further 
developed,  for  its  capacity  is  sufficient  to  take  sixtimes  the  dry  weather  flow 
from  a  population  of  18,000.  In  any  case  where  a  tributary  sewer  drains  to  a 
pumping  station,  storm-water  will  be  excluded. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA  (Contd.) 
Section  C.l.  (ii).  (Contd.) 


There  have  always  been  two  points  in  the  city  liable  to  flooding  in  sudden 
excessive  water-spouts,  these  are  : 


(i)  Midgate,  with  backflow  into  certain  cellars  in  the  neighbourhood,  and 

(ii)  the  Oundle  Road  under  the  railway. 


These  defects  are  to  be  remedied,  in  the  case  of  (i)  Midgate,  by  starting 
at  St.  John’s  Street  where  it  relieves  the  main  sewer  of  its  surplus  storm-water, 
running  in  a  South-western  direction  passing  under  those  from  the  Cattle 
Market  and  Westgate,  at  which  point  all  flows  will  be  constructed  on  the 
existing  sewers,  and  discharging  into  the  River  Nene  to  the  East  of  the  bridge. 
In  the  case  of  (ii)  Oundle  Road,  by  a  short  length  of  sewer  being  relaid  to 
obviate  backflow  and  an  overflow  sewer  to  be  provided  carrying  off  surplus 
stormwater  to  the  river. 

Diversion  of  “  Car-dyke.” 

It  should  be  explained  that  the  “  car-dyke,”  thus  named,  is  an  old  med¬ 
iaeval  waterway,  described  by  the  consultants  as  “  a  disused  drain.” 


Before  the  construction  of  the  new  purification  works  is  commenced  it 
will  be  necessary  to  divert  the  dyke  ”  into  the  existing  outfall  sewer  which 
it  crosses  and  which  is  to  be  retained  as  a  storm-water  overflow  sewer  dis¬ 
charging  (after  the  new  works  have  been  completed)  into  the  existing  drain 
at  Fengate  pumping  station. 


Southern  outfall  sewer. 

The  existing  main  outfall  sewer  has  no  gradient  and  is  in  consequence 
in  bad  condition  ;  from  its  point  of  commencement  at  Bishop’s  Road  the 
sewer  itself  is  too  low  to  be  relieved  of  storm-water  when  the  river  is  in  flood 
and  it  is  proposed  to  abandon  the  greater  part  of  it.  Several  new  rider  sewers 
will  be  required  to  replace  it  ;  its  main  tributaries  are  combined  sewers  and 
overflows  above  flood  level  in  the  Nene  have  been  placed  on  all  of  them. 


The  overflow  in  Star  Road  will  discharge  into  the  existing  outfall  sewer 
which  will  thereafter  be  retained  and  will  also  serve  to  intercept  the  gradients 
from  the  “  car-dyke.” 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA  (Contd.) 
Sec.  C.  3  (vi).  Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 


(a)  Public  owned. 

In  the  currency  of  the  year  being  reported  upon,  there  was  opened  to 
the  public  a  complete  establishment  of  open  air  pools  for  swimming, 
dressing  rooms  and  other  essential  adnexae.  These  premises  are  situated 
in  Bishop’s  Road  on  made-up  land  which  was  originally  purchased  by  the 
Corporation  from  the  ecclesiastical  commissioners  in  1927. 


The  pool  and  surrounding  gardens  cover  approximately  two  acres,  the 
main  pool  is  55  yards  long  and  60  feet  wide  and  is  surrounded  by  dressing- 
boxes  and  lockers  to  the  extent  of  40  dressing-boxes  and  300  clothes 
lockers  for  each  sex.  In  addition,  there  are  changing-rooms  for  children 
to  accommodate  60  of  each  sex  with  relative  lavatory  accommodation. 
On  the  top  of  the  dressing  rooms  is  a  flat  roof  terrace  extending  over  the 
whole  three  sides  where  stands  can  be  erected  when  galas  or  swimming 
contests  are  in  progress.  There  is  a  smaller  or  childrens’  pool,  70  feet  by 
24  feet,  adjoining  the  main  pool.  Sun-bathing  accommodation  is  pro¬ 
vided  around  the  pools. 


Originally  it  was  intended  to  install  heating  plant  and  plant  for  the 
generation  of  Ozone  but  the  Ministry  of  Health  turned  these  two  items 
down  for  purposes  of  a  loan.  It  is  asked  “  What  provision  is  made  to 
ensure  the  satisfactory  condition  of  the  water  ?  ”  The  answer  is  that 
filtration  plant  is  installed,  capable  of  turning  over  the  whole  contents  of 
both  pools  (approximately  388,000  gallons)  in  six  hours,  and  power  units 
and  pumps  of  one-third  and  two-thirds  capacity  have  been  installed, 
enabling  three  different  ranges  of  turnover  to  be  used  according  to  cir¬ 
cumstances.  The  water  is  at  present  rendered  sterile  after  filtration  by 
means  of  a  Chlorine  Ammoniator  plant. 


The  season  closed  for  its  first  debut  on  September  30th,  1936,  so  that 
the  duration  of  running  worked  out  at  about  18  weeks. 


(b)  Private. 

There  are  no  privately-owned  swimming  baths  or  pools  open  to  the 
public  within  the  Borough. 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

ANTE-NATAL. 

After  much  delay  in  negotiation  and  argument  for  many  months  before¬ 
hand,  Peterborough  was  enabled  to  add  its  constituency  to  the  list  of  ante¬ 
natal  clinics  subsisting  throughout  the  country  in  every  aggregation  of  popu¬ 
lation  of  any  account. 

Though  endeavouring  to  make  the  opening  date  to  conicide  with  the  first 
month  of  the  calendar  year  1936,  we  had  soon  to  realise  that  the  premises  would 
not  be  in  a  sufficiently  forward  state  of  preparedness  until  February  5th. 

Numbers  attending  somewhat  exceeded  expectations  having  regard  to  all 
the  concomitant  circumstances. 

Each  session  has  been  held  on  the  first  Wednesday  of  each  month  (and  so 
remains)  at  the  hour  of  5.30  p.m.,  continuing  until  all  present  have  been  over¬ 
hauled,  obstetic  history  taken,  etc.,  and  we  have  received  golden  opinions 
concerning  the  consultant,  Dr.  J.  D.  Flew,  Ante-natal  physician,  Queen’s 
Charlotte’s  Hospital,  a  physician  of  reputed  eminence  in  this  work. 

We  have  also  received  favourable  comments  concerning  the  premises  which 
take  the  line  that  ours  are  far  preferable  to  others  that  have  been  encountered 
in  much  larger  centres. 


Observations  of  this  kind  are  gratifying  to  those  who  were  concerned  in 
the  comfort  and  attractiveness  of  the  clinic  and  in  this  relation  the  (then) 
Acting  City  Engineer  (Mr.  G.  Monc.ur,  A.M.I.C.E.)  must  have  a  very  large 
share  of  the  credit. 


The  intrinsics  of  this  work  essentially  stand  in  relation  to  obstetics  as- 
Trinity  House  stands  to  maritime  mariners.  Just  as  it  is  the  role  of  T.  H. 
to  guide  the  mariner  and  not  supplant  him,  so  it  is  the  role  of  the  pre-natal 
clinic  consultant  to  guide  the  accoucheur  (given  the  opportunity)  never  to 
supplant  him. 


A  tabulation  of  the  first  year’s  work  follows,  but  there  are  items  which  do 
not  admit  of  tabulation,  e.g.,  an  eclamptic  who  4  times  failed  to  have  a  living 
child,  yet,  under  expert  guidance,  the  fifth  was  born  alive  (actual  case  during 
the  year)  and  such  like. 


The  Committee  added  availability  of  dental  treatment  for  expect¬ 
ant  cases  where  the  state  of  the  teeth  is  likely  to  prove  dangerous  or 
injurious,  selection  being  in  the  discretion  of  the  clinic  Medical  Officer. 


It  transpires  that  he  is  of  opinion  that  applying  dentistry  to  pregnant 
women  is  not  so  innocuously  free  from  risk  as  has  been  proclaimed  to  be  the 
case. 


MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 


Three  local  women  succumbed  in  the  physiologic  process  of  reproduction — 
one  from  puerperal  sepsis  from  retained  products  of  after-birth  for  which  she 
was  admitted  to  the  local  hospital  11  days  after  confinement. 


Another  died  from  haemorrhage  and  shock,  also  in  the  local  hospital, 
following  a  caesarean  operation  deemed  necessary  for  the  relief  of  a  haemorr¬ 
haging  after-birth  which,  according  to  her  doctor,  had  been  going  on  for  a 
prolonged  period  and  for  which  she  had  had  a  previous  (7  weeks  before)  resi¬ 
dence  in  hospital  but  apparently  had  taken  her  own  discharge. 


The  third  died  in  a  local  nursing  home  having  been  consigned  there  for 
convenience  only  and  not  because  any  untoward  happening  was  anticipated. 


All  were  30  years  old  or  over  and  all  had  previously  borne  children, 
confirming  the  general  rule  of  maternal  mortality  (when  it  occurs) 
in  this  town  viz  :  that  it  is  unusual,  if  death  in  childbirth  takes  place, 
for  the  first  or  primiparous  woman  to  lose  her  life  in  the  process. 


A  case  of  fatal  haemorrhage  following  self-induced  (?  criminal)  abortion, 
comparatively  uncommon  in  this  Borough,  augments  the  figure  to  4  for  1936  ; 
we  exclude  the  Darlington  case  as  out  of  the  reckoning. 


Maternally  considered,  it  was  not  a  favourable  year  for  motherhood  in 
Peterborough,  but  of  course  the  real  assessment  is  not  on  a  yearly  but  on  a 
5-year  basis,  and  there  had  been  2  years  5  months  of  total  immunity  from 
fatality — from  September  1933  to  the  opening  of  1936  as  set  off  against  the 
blight  of  1936. 
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ORTHOPAEDIC  TREATMENT  FOR  CHILDREN  OF  PRE-SCHOOL 

AGE. 


(i).  In-Patient  Treatment  : — 

The  under  noted  infants  of  pre-school  age  received  in-patient  treatment  at 
the  hands  of  the  orthopaedic  staff  of  Manfield  Orthopaedic  Hospital,  Northam¬ 
pton,  on  the  responsibility  of  Peterborough  Borough  Child  Welfare  Committee, 
for  the  periods  and  deforming  conditions  noted  in  the  subjoined  respective 
columns  : — 


Sex 

of 

Child 

Age  (years  and 
months)  on 
admission  to 
Hospital. 

Kind  of  Deformity. 

Duration  during 
1936  of  in-patient 
treatment. 

F. 

3G 

Congenital  Scoliosis 

1  week  4  days 

Additional  to  70 
weeks  in-patient 
treatment,  1934/5. 

M. 

9  i_ 

^  1  2 

Bow  Legs 

14  weeks  3  days 

M. 

If2* 

Club  Foot 

2  weeks  5  days 

M. 

3  A 

Congenital  dis¬ 
location  of  hip 

3  days 

ii.  Out-Patient  supervision  : — 

This  part  of  orthopaedic  work  for  local  cases  is  undertaken  as  a  clinic 
in  the  out-patient  department  of  the  Peterborough  Memorial  (General)  Hospital 
where  the  Orthopaedic  Surgeon  Manfield  Hospital,  Northampton,  consults 
once  monthly,  and  other  staff  of  Manfield  Hospital  hold  after-care  and  follow-up 
clinics  weekly  between  the  Surgeon’s  visits. 

8  Infants  of  pre-school  age  were  recipients  of  either  first  instance  treatment 
or  after-care  following  discharge  from  orthopaedic  hospital. 
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No.  of  Births  notified  to  Department,  1936  : — 

By  Doctors  .  .  498 

By  Midwives  .  .  .  177 

No.  of  infants  died  under  1  Year  .  .  .  .  40 

3.  Health  Visiting. 

(iii.)  Number  of  visits  paid  during  the  year  (1936). 

(a)  To  expectant  mothers — 

First  visits  .  .  .  .  .  .  69 

Total  visits  .  .  .  .  253 

(b)  To  children  under  one  year  of  age  .  575 

Total  visits  .  .  .  .  .  3039 

(c)  To  children  between  the  age  of  1  and  5  years,  Total  visits . 3676 

4.  Infant  Welfare  Centres. 

(c)  Total  number  of  attendances  during  the  year  : 

(i.)  By  children  under  1  year  of  age  .  5119 

(ii.)  By  children  between  the  ages  of  1  and  5  years  .  6046 

(d)  Total  number  of  (individual)  children  who  attended  the  Centres 
for  the  first  time  during  the  year,  and  who  on  first  attendance 
were  : 

(i.)  Under  1  year  of  age  272 

(ii.)  between  the  ages  of  1  and  5  years  45 

(e)  Total  number  of  (individual)  children  who  attended  the  Centres 
during  the  year  and  who  at  the  end  of  the  year  were  : 

(i.)  under  1  year  of  age  166 

(ii.)  between  the  ages  of  1  and  5  years  276 

INFECTION  IN  THE  PUERPERAL  STATE. 

P.H.  (Notification  of  Puerperal  Fever  and  Puerperal  Pyrexia) 

Regulations,  1926. 

Notifications  1936  : — 

1st  qtr.  2nd  qtr.  3rd  qtr.  4th  qtr.  Rate  per  1,000 

0  13  4  Total  (live 

Fever  Pyrexia  and  still 

Fatal.  cases.  cases.  births. 

*12  6  11.4 


*Unnotified. 


21 


INFANT  LIFE  PROTECTION. 
Children  Act,  1908,  Pt.  I. 

Children  and  Young  Persons  Act,  1932,  Pt.  V. 


The  Two  Health  Visitors  have  (since  April,  1934)  been  acting  as  Infant 
Protection  Visitors  under  the  Acts  in  their  respective  areas. 


At  the  “  appointed  ”  date  of  taking  over,  the  official  registers  showed  19 
foster-parents  registered  in  charge  of  26  children  taken  for  gain. 


At  the  conclusion  of  the  year  under  review  the  official  registers  had  particu¬ 
lars  of  14  foster-parents  registered  in  charge  of  16  children  taken  for  gain. 


OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORIUM,  1936. 


Cases. 


Notified  Treated.  Vision  Vision  Total 

during  the  -  Unimpaired  Impaired  Blindness  Deaths 

Year  at  Home  In  Hospital 


4 


3 


1 


4 
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ANTE-NATAL  CLINIC. 

Record  of  Work,  January  1936- — December  31st,  1936. 

Pre-Natal  Visits  .  309 

Post-Natal  Visits  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  44 

Visits  to  Midwives  35 

Special  Infant  Welfare  Visits  .  69 

Memorial  Hospital  Visits  .  7 


Total  Visits  paid  by  Ante-Natal  Visitor  .  464 

Attendances  at  Ante-Natal  Clinic  for  various  purposes  .  34 


CONSULTANT’S  CLINIC. 

No.  of  Sessions  .  11 

Total  Attendances  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  161 

Total  number  of  patients  .  .  .  .  .  .  93 

Ante-Natal  patients  .  144 

Post-Natal  patients  .  17 

Patients  sent  for  X-Ray  examination  .  3 
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INFANT  MORTALITY  1936. 


Cause. 

/eeks. 

Total 

under 

one 

month. 

Months. 

Total 

under 

one 

year. 

0— 

1— 

2— 

3— 

1— 

3— 

6— 

9— 

Prematurity 

5 

5 

2 

2 

14 

— 

— 

— 

— 

14 

Pemphigus  Neonatorum 

— 

2 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Pneumonia 

— 

1 

- — - 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

3 

Injury  at  birth 

2 

— 

1 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Malformation  (s) 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

Accidental  Asphyxia  . 

2 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Pyloric  Stenosis 

— 

- — - 

— 

- — 

4 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Intussusception 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Tb.  Meningitis  . 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Bronchitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

Convulsions  (Uncertified) 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

(Gastro-)  Enteritis 

— 

- — 

1 

— - 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

4 

Totals 

- - - - 

25* 

| 

1 

40 

*62.5%  of  all  deaths. 


Of  the  total,  29  were  males  and  1 1  females.  7  or  17.5  per  cent,  died  the  day 
they  were  born.  For  them  nothing  could  avail,  or  indeed  for  any  making 
up  that  part  of  the  table  “  Total  under  one  month  ”  excepting  perhaps  those 
entered  under  causes  :  pemphigus,  pneumonia,  enteritis  and  one  case  labelled 
“  accidental  asphyxia  ”  which  was  of  overlaying  betokening  gross  parental 
carelessness. 


All  4  cases  of  1 — 3  months  old  relegated  as  due  to  pyloric  stenosis  were 
males,  three  of  whom  were  hospitalised,  2  locally,  the  other  at  the  Infants’ 
Hospital,  Vincent  Square,  Westminster,  but  succumbed  after  a  fortnight’s 
treatment  there.  It  is  curious  and  unexplained  why  this  condition  has  a 
predilection  for  male  children. 
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ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

Proposed  Transference  of  Site. 


In  view  of  the  proposals  of  the  City  sewage  re-organisation  Consultants 
(J.  D.  and  D.  M.  Watson)  to  place  the  treatment  works  of  sewage  disposal 
for  the  city  in  next  curtilage  to  the  present  site  of  the  Isolation  hospital  as 
well  as  the  scheme  of  the  County  Council  under  S.63  of  the  Local  Government 
Act,  1929  (having  now  reached  a  formative  stage)  that  the  bed-accommodation 
of  the  City  Isolation  Hospital  requires  increasing  to  at  least  30  for  the  city  and 
rural  district  council  (6  beds),  the  public  health  committee,  having  taken  both 
set  of  factors  into  consideration,  has  resolved  that  the  most  appropriate  policy 
would  be  not  to  try  to  construct  upon  the  present  site  (having  regard  to  its 
restrictedness  and  future  objectionable  environs)  but  to  prospect  for  an  entirely 
fresh  locus,  less  cramped,  yet  near  enough  to  the  smallpox  hospital  and  other¬ 
wise  convenient  so  that  the  administration  of  both  hospitals  could  be  conducted 
with  a  minimum  of  embarrassment  to  the  medical,  nursing  and  other  personnel 
in  convenience  of  interchange. 


The  City  Engineer  and  Medical  Officer  of  Health  were  instructed  to 
prospect  for  site(s)  likely  to  prove  suitable  and  to  report  back  to  the  Com¬ 
mittee  upon  their  finding (s). 


vSuch  was  the  position  at  the  termination  of  the  year  covered  by  this 
report. 


ISOLATION  HOSPITALS  STATISTICAL  RETURN  FOR  1936. 


1936  :  Scarlet  Fever  .  Average  number  of  days  in  hospital  per  patient  .  33  ^  City 

Diphtheria  .  ,,  ,,  „  „  „  ,,  „  „  .  21  cases 

Enteric  Fever  .  „  „  „  „  „  ,,  „  „  .  43  J  only. 


3.  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  1936. 


Disease. 


Cases  Notified. 


Cases 
admitted 
to  Hospital 


Deaths. 
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Smallpox 
Diphtheria 

Scarlet  Fever  .  222 

Enteric  Fever(including 

paratyphoid)  2  —  — 

Puerperal  Fever  .  2 - 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  .  6 - 

Pneumonia  .  38  2  13 

Other  Diseases,  i.e. 

Erysipelas  .  17  —  1 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever .  —  —  — 

Qphthalmia  Neonatorum  4  4  — 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  1 - 
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111  50°/ 

2  100% 

1  50% 

4  66% 


1  25°/ 


3  4  11 


1 - 1* 

-  2  8  19f 


2  2 


1  1 


*1  Unnotified. 


f9  Unnotified. 


1936.  P.  H.  LABORATORY  TRANSACTIONS. 

Nature  of  Specimen.  Positive.  Negative.  Doubtful.  Total. 

Throat  (and  nose)  swabs  .  5  57  3  65 

Swab  of  other  discharges  . 

Other  specimens  .  — - 

Scalp  hairs  to  determine  if 

Ringworm  spores  present  .  —  — -  — 

Cerebro-spinal  fluid  .  .  —  — 


Total  No.  of  Specimens  Examined 


65 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1936. 


New  Cases. 

Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary 

Deaths. 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary. 

Age  Periods 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

0—1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

—  1 

1—5 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

■ — - 

—  1 

5—10 

- — - 

— 

4 

1 

— 

— 

-  - 

10—15 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1  — 

15—25 

2 

5 

— 

2 

— 

3 

-  - 

25—35 

5 

7 

— 

3 

1 

4 

—  1 

35—45 

3 

2 

1 

— 

4 

1 

—  1 

45—55 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

-  - 

55—65 

3 

3 

— 

— 

3 

— 

-  - 

65  and 

upwards 

— 

— 

— 

1 

" 

' 

TOTALS 

14 

18 

6 

9 

10 

8 

1  4 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


Administrative  measures  in  endeavouring  to  control  the  spread  of  infec¬ 
tious  disease  have  remained  as  in  previous  years. 


The  holocaust  of  the  scarlet  group  experienced  during  the  hrst  lustrum 
of  the  year  could  hardly  be  deemed  to  admit  of  any  effective  control,  and  in  the 
main  was  of  so  mild  a  character  as  to  bear  out  appropriately  Sydenham’s 
comment  upon  a  similar  experience  terming  it  "  nomen  morbi  ”  (name  of  a 
disease),  meaning  that  that  was  all. 


The  non-isolators  had  a  great  innings  in  this  local  outbreak  for  we  were 
unable  to  remove  into  isolation  in  the  hospital  more  than  one-half  the  cases. 


Diphtheria  has  been  at  a  low  ebb  (20)  though  tending  to  increase  (including 
spurious)  during  the  last  lustrum  of  the  year— 70  per  cent,  of  year’s  incidence. 


Artificial  immunisation  is  available  upon  approach  to  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  :  information  is  disseminated  in  the  Child  Welfare  Department 
as  part  of  the  course  of  instruction  there  though  response  is  negligible  as  in 
the  nature  of  the  process.  Parents  don’t  dash  with  avidity  to  have  their 
offspring  “  needled  ”  unless  under  most  cogent  circumstances,  they  being  the 
judges  of  the  cogency. 


Enteric  Fever  ran  to  only  two  cases— both  females.*  One  appeared 
clinically  more  like  dysentery  than  typhoid  and  there  was  difficulty  in  getting 
a  final  determination  bacteriologically.  Eventually  the  tests  focussed  to 
para-typhoid  B  in  which  category  was  also  the  other  case. 


A  third  case,  a  young  man  sent  in  as  suspect,  had  no  bacteriological 
confirmation  of  this  group  :  the  diagnosis,  being  impugned,  precipitated  a 
negative  issue  and  withdrawal  of  notification. 


*One  a  young  adolescent  ;  the  other  in  middle  life. 


# 
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Section  E. — FOOD. 

MILK  and  DAIRIES  (Amendment)  ACT,  1922. 
MILK  (Special  Designations)  ORDER,  1923/36. 

Administration  During  1936. 


No.  of 
licences. 

Kind  of 
Licetne  held 

Grade  of  No.  of  Results 

milk  for  which  samples  taken  Bacterial 

licensed.  during  1936  counts. 

2 

“  Supple¬ 
mentary  ” 

Grade  A 
(T.T.) 

24  i.  (B)  lowest  count 

1420  (May)  :  highest 
137,000  (June), 
ii.  (H)  80  (May) 

166,500  (March). 

1 

— 

Pasteurised 

—  — 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  1936. 


Operative  from  1st  June,  1936. 


Designations  Designation 

Abolished  Retained 

(1923/4  Orders) 


Designations 
Substituted 
by  the  1936  Order. 


Certified 


(re-classified) . 


Grade  A.  (T.T.) 


*Tuberculin-Tested. 


Pasteurised 


“  Certified  ” 

-  (if  bottled  on) 
(production) . 


Grade  A. 


*  Accredited. 


**  The  Licensing  Authority  for  Producers  of  these  designated  milks  is  the 

County  Council. 

Where  a  producer  or  a  dealer  (retailer)  sells  milk  in  a  Borough  situate 
outside  the  area  of  the  local  authority  in  which  it  is  produced,  he  must  procure 
a  supplementary  licence  from  the  Borough  Council  to  validate  such  sale  in  that 
Borough. 

The  new  Order,  which  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  June,  1936,  revokes 
the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Orders  of  1923  and  1934. 


THE  HOUSING  ACTS,  1935  AND  1936. 


These  Acts  deal  principally  with  the  question  of  the  prevention  and  abate¬ 
ment  of  overcrowding  in  houses  occupied  by  members  of  the  working  classes, 
also  with  the  re-development  of  any  area  comprising  fifty  or  more  working 
class  houses,  where  the  houses  are  overcrowded  or  unfit  for  human  habitation, 
or  so  arranged  as  to  be  congested,  and  where  it  is  expedient  in  connection  with 
the  provision  of  housing  accommodation  for  working  classes  that  the  area  should 
be  re-developed  as  a  whole. 

With  regard  to  the  overcrowding  provisions,  the  Act  provides  a  standard 
of  overcrowding  and,  subject  to  suitable  safeguards  for  persons  already  living 
under  overcrowded  conditions,  makes  it  a  punishable  offence  after  the  appointed 
day,  viz.,  1st  January,  1937. 

The  Overcrowding  Standard. — A  dwelling-house  is  deemed  to  be 
overcrowded  at  any  time  when  the  number  of  persons  sleeping  in  the 
house  either  (a)  is  such  that  proper  separation  of  the  sexes  over  the  age 
of  ten  years  (except  in  the  case  of  persons  living  together  as  husband 
and  wife)  cannot  be  carried  out,  or  (b)  is  in  excess  of  the  permitted 
number  of  persons. 

The  permitted  number  of  persons  means  the  smaller  of  the  numbers  ob¬ 
tained  by  using  Tables  1  and  2  as  set  out  below. 


TABLE  I. 


Where  a  house  consists  of : 


The  permitted  number  of  persons  is 


2 
3 
5 

71 

10  with  an  additional  two 
in  respect  of  each  room 
in  excess  of  five. 

In  using  this  table  a  room  of  less  than  50  square  feet  is  not  counted  as  a 
room. 


(a)  One  room 

(b)  Two  rooms 

(c)  Three  rooms 

(d)  Four  rooms 

(e)  Five  rooms 


TABLE  II. 


Where  the  floor  area  is  : 


Accommodation  is  pro¬ 
vided  for  the  following 
number  of  persons  : 


(a)  1 10  square  feet  or  more  .  .  .  ......  .  2 

(b)  90  square  feet  or  more,  but  less  than  110  square  feet  1J 

(c)  70  square  feet  or  more,  but  less  than  90  square  feet  ..  1 

(d)  50  square  feet  or  more,  but  less  than  70  square  feet  .  \ 

(e)  Under  50  square  feet  .  .  Nil 
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In  the  application  of  the  above  tables  the  following  rules  must  be  observed  : 


(a)  A  unit  or  person  is  a  person,  male  or  female,  over  the  age  of  10  years. 

(b)  A  child,  male  or  female,  between  the  ages  of  1  year  and  10  years, 
counts  as  one-half  of  a  unit. 

■(c)  A  child  under  the  age  of  1  year  does  not  count  at  all. 

(d)  In  the  case  of  a  house,  part  of  which  is  sub-let,  the  rooms  occupied 
by  the  sub-tenant  constitute  a  separate  dwelling. 

(e)  Only  rooms  normally  used  in  the  locality  for  sleeping  or  living  pur¬ 
poses  are  counted  as  rooms,  so  that  bathrooms  and  sculleries  are  not 
counted  as  a  part  of  the  accommodation. 


It  is  important  to  remember  that  the  overcrowding  standard  fixes  the 
number  of  persons  who  may  sleep  in  a  house,  but  it  does  not  impose  any  restric¬ 
tion  as  to  how  the  members  of  a  family  utilise  the  accommodation  available 
in  any  particular  house. 


A  family  may  live  and  sleep  in  one  room  if  they  think  fit,  provided  that  the 
persons  in  it  are  not  in  excess  of  the  permitted  number  of  persons  for  the  house. 

In  determining  whether  a  house  is  overcrowded  or  not,  regard  must  be 
paid  to  the  size  of  the  rooms,  but  in  the  preliminary  enumeration  where  the 
rooms  were  not  measured,  the  permitted  number  of  persons  who  may  occupy  a 
house  containing  a  certain  number  of  rooms  (see  Table  I)  was  reduced  in 
accordance  with  Table  III,  which  shows  the  reduced  permitted  number  who 


may  occupy  a  dwelling-house,  based 

on  the  assumption  that 

in  the  dwelling- 

house  some  of  the  rooms  will  be  below  110  square  feet  in  area. 

TABLE  III. 

Permitted  Number. 

Number  of  Habitable  Rooms. 

Actual. 

Reduced. 

1  . 

.  2 

n 

2  . 

.  3 

21 

3  . 

.  5 

4 

4  . 

.  n 

6 

5  . 

10 

8 

6  . 

.  12 

9i 

7  . 

.  14 

11 

8  . 

.  16 

13 

9  . 

18 

Hi 

10  . 

.  20 

16 

11  . 

.  22 

17* 

12  . 

.  24 

19 

32 
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It  was  on  the  reduced  number  in  the  above  table  that  a  number  of  houses 
were  found  to  be  possibly  overcrowded,  and  detailed  measurements  were 
obtained  by  the  Housing  Inspectors. 

The  following  tabular  statement  repeats  in  summary  the  information  which 
follows  but  is  required  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  Annual  Reports  Circular  1561 


HOUSING  ACT,  1935— OVERCROWDING. 


(a)  1.  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the  year  .  108 

2.  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  .  .  113 

3.  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  .  ......  599 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during  the  year  12 


The  following  are  details  of  the  result  of  survey  of  all  Corporation  property 
and  other  property  of  the  rateable  value  of  £18  or  under  : — - 


CORPORATION  PROPERTY. 


Ward.  Overcrowded.  Uncrowded. 


Paston  8  372 

North  nil  32 

West  .  v .  2  133 

East  31  304 

South  1  57 


42  898 


Or  4.47  per  cent.  Overcrowded  houses  of  a  total  of  940  surveyed. 


NON-CORPORATION  PROPERTY. 


Ward. 

Overcrowded. 

Uncrowded 

Paston 

4 

1634 

North  . 

11 

2358 

West  . 

6 

2715 

East  .  . 

37 

2151 

South 

8 

1061 

General  (above  limit  on  Form  C) 

35 

66  9954 


or  .66  per  cent.  Overcrowded  Houses  of  total  of  10,020  surveyed. 


GRAND  TOTALS. 

Overcrowded  Houses .  .  .  .  .  .  .  108 

Uncrowded  Houses  .  .  .  .  .  .  10,852 


Houses  surveyed  .  10,960 


Total  Percentage  of  Overcrowding  in  the  City  of  Peterborough  is  .99  per  cent. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  five  caravans  and  huts  were  found  to  be  overcrowded. 

SECTION  D. 

HOUSING  STATISTICS. 

Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  the  year,  1936  : — 

i.  By  the  Local  Authority  (with  State  assistance  under  the 


Housing  Acts)  .  — - 

ii.  By  private  Enterprise  .  .  .  .  .  .  423 

Total  .  423 


I. — Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year. 


(1) 

(a) 

(b) 

(2) 

(a) 

(b) 

(3) 

(a) 

(b) 

(4) 

(a) 

(b) 

Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing 
defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts) 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  (Consolidated)  Regulations, 

1935  . 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  inspected  under 

Part  I.  Housing  Act,  1930,  re  Slum  Clearance  areas  . 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unht  for  human 

habitation  . 

Part  I.  Housing  Act,  1930  (Clearance  Areas)  . 


{5)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 
under  the  preceding  sub-heading)  found  not  to  be  in  all  res¬ 
pects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  . 


1238 

2704 


303 

1363 


10 

30 


168 
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II. — Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 
of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  officers  .  18 1 

III. — Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A. — Proceedings  under  Sections  17,  18,  and  23  of  the  Act,  1930. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  .  .  .  2 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  : _ 

(a)  by  owners  .  .  .  2 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  .  . 

B—  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  _ 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  by  owners  .  .  . _ 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  .  . . 

C. — Proceedings  under  Sections  19  and  21  of  the  Housing  Act,  1930  ; _ 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demoli¬ 
tion  Orders  were  made  .  .  2 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 
Demolition  Orders  (Including  Orders  made  in  Previous 

Years)  .  2 

(3)  Houses  demolished  following  informal  action  _ _ _ 


35 


Administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901, 

in  connection  with 


1. — Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Number  of 

Premises. 

(i) 

Inspections 

(2) 

Written 

Notices 

(3) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(4) 

Factories  .  .  . 

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 

22 

1 

- 

— 

Workshops  . 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

118 

2 

Workplaces  . 

— 

— 

(Other  than  Outworkers’  premises) 

14 

— 

— 

Total  .  . 

154 

3 

— 

2.  Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


.( 

Particulars. 

1 

(i) 

Number  of  Defects. 

i  i 

Number  on 
offences  if 
respect  to 
which  Pro¬ 
secutions 
were  insti¬ 
tuted. 

(5) 

Found. 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

(4) 

Nuisances  under  the  Public 
Health  Acts  : — -* 

Want  of  cleanliness 

1 

1 

Sanitary  Accommodation 
Unsuitable  or  defective 

9 

JmmA 

2 

_ 

_ 

Not  separate  for  sexes 
Other  offences  referred  to  H.M. 
Inspector 

— 

— 

— 

Total  . 

3 

3 

_ 

*  Including  those  specified  in  Sections  2,  3,  7  and  8  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop 
Act,  1901,  as  remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 


* 


CITY  OF  PETERBOROUGH. 


II. 

ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1936. 


(J.  L.  SEDEN,  M.S.I.A.,  Cert.  R.  San.  I.) 


»• 
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Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report, 

1936. 


To  the 


Sanitary  Inspector’s  Office, 


Town  Hall, 

1937 


Right  Worshipful  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  City  of 
Peterborough. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


Herewith  for  your  consideration  I  respectfully  beg  to  submit  my  Report 
of  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Department  for  the  year  1936 — this  being  my 
Twenty-sixth  Annual  Report. 

Details  of  the  work  done  follow  under  their  respective  headings,  but  a 
considerable  amount  of  time  is  taken  up  with  matters  which  cannot  be  classified 
or  tabulated  ;  while  work  under  the  Shops  Acts  makes  heavy  demands  on  the 
time  of  the  two  Additional  Inspectors. 

As  far  as  was  practicable,  the  District  has  been  systematically  inspected 
during  the  year  and  necessary  action  taken  to  deal  with  sanitary  defects,  or 
nuisances  discovered,  but  priority  work  and  special  calls  have  again,  as  in 
former  years,  taken  up  the  bulk  of  our  time.  With  only  one  or  two  exceptions 
it  has  been  found  possible  to  get  all  necessary  matters  attended  to  without 
having  to  resort  to  formal  report  and  Statutory  action. 


The  sanitary  conveniences  of  the  Theatre  and  Cinemas  were  inspected  and 
I  was  able  to  report  favourably  thereon  for  the  information  of  the  Licensing 
Authority. 

During  the  season  the  premises  of  the  principal  manufacturers  of  ice  cream 
have  been  inspected  and  found  satisfactory. 

Mr.  Winder,  first  Additional  Inspector,  left  at  the  end  of  August,  after 
just  over  eighteen  months’  service,  to  take  up  a  position  at  Wembley.  Mr. 
J.  Catlow  was  transferred  to  the  position  vacated  by  Mr.  Winder  and  the  post. 
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of  second  Additional  Inspector,  with  Shops  Acts  duties  included,  was  adver¬ 
tised.  Mr.  D.  G.  Paterson  of  Hove,  with  experience  under  the  Acton  Borough 
Council,  was  subsequently  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy  and  commenced  duties 
in  the  middle  of  September.  The  appointment  was  to  the  approval  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health. 

INSPECTIONS,  COMPLAINTS,  NOTICES. 

Inspections  :  3,627  (excluding  Shops  Acts  inspections)  Re-visits  :  2,813. 

Complaints  :  183  formally  received.  Action  was  necessary  in  121  cases. 

Notices  :  128  informal  and  4  Statutory  Notices  were  served  under  the 
Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts. 

NUISANCES  ABATED  AND  SANITARY  DEFECTS  REMEDIED. 


New  Drains  laid  or  partly  re]  aid  .  .  .  .  .  .  61 

Drains  cleansed,  repaired,  or  Inspection  Chambers  repaired  or  built  .  95 

New  Ventilating  Shafts  fixed  or  Shafts  repaired  .  10 

New  W.C.s  provided  .  .  .  q. 

W.C.  apartments  repaired  or  reconstructed  . .  122 

New  W.C.  pans,  traps,  or  pedestals  fixed  .  50 

New  W.C.  flushing  apparatus  provided  .  .  .  7 

W.C.  flushing  cisterns  adjusted  .  32 

Roofs  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  104 

Rain-water  pipes  and  spoutings  repaired  or  renewed  .  80 

External  walls  re-pointed  .  .  .  .  56 

Window  frames  repaired,  renewed,  made  to  open,  etc .  50 

Floors  repaired  or  relaid  .  . .  .  120 

Internal  repairs  or  reconstructions  to  houses  .  176 

Water  laid  on  inside  houses  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

New  sinks  or  baths  fixed  .  19 

Waste  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  .  8 

Paving  repaired  or  relaid  .  69 

Accumulations  of  manure  or  refuse  removed  .  1 2 

Miscellaneous  nuisances  abated  .  .  .  278 
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HOUSE  INSPECTION. 

■  Inspections  of  1238  Houses  were  made  and  a  total  of  2704  visits  were  paid 
for  this  purpose.  The  number  of  Houses  inspected  included  303  House  to 
House  inspections — which  in  practice  means  a  detailed  survey  of  the  whole 
house — under  the  provisions  of  the  appropriate  Regulation.  These  inspections 
resulted  in  repair  and  reconditioning  work  which  involved  a  considerable 
financial  outlay  in  many  cases.  One  has  to  point  out  to  owners  of  property, 
however,  that  money  thus  spent  is  not  wasted,  but  saves  capital  depreciation 
and  further  expense  being  incurred,  which  neglect  and  delay  always  entail. 
All  repair  work  done  was  carried  out  following  interviews  or  Informal  Notices. 
Only  in  one  case  was  it  found  necessary  for  the  Council  to  serve  Statutory 
Notice  under  Section  17  of  the  Act  of  1930.  One  Demolition  Order  was  made 
respecting  a  house,  subject  to  a  Closing  Order  in  the  preceding  year,  and  this 
house  was  subsequently  demolished. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

257  visits  of  enquiry  were  made  respecting  various  notifiable  Infectious 
Disease  cases,  also  a  large  number  of  revisits.  The  usual  enquiries  respecting 
Contacts,  Schools,  Employees,  Milk  Supply,  etc.,  were  made  and  recorded. 
Library  books  in  circulation  were  removed  for  disinfection  or  destruction. 

Printed  instruction  particulars  were  left  at  each  house. 


Comparison  with  the  10  previous  years  is  as  follows: — 

1935  . 

1934  . . . 

1933  .  . 

1932  .  . 

1931  . 

1930  . 

1929  . 

1928  . 

1927  . 

1926  . 


DISINFECTION. 

The  number  of  rooms  disinfected  is  as  follows  : — 

Infectious  Disease  . 

Phthisis 

Non-notifiable  . 

Schools  (Rooms)  .  . 


67  visits 


52 

97 

99 

90 

172 

391 

151 

80 

71 


>> 


254 

18 

22 

19 


313 


6  • 

Bedding  was  removed  to  the  Fever  Hospital  to  be  disinfected  from  : — 


232  Houses  (after  Infectious  Disease)  .  .  1907  articles. 

7  Houses  (after  non-notifiable  Diseases)  .  .  112 

12  Houses  (after  Phthisis)  .  97 
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57  articles  of  bedding  were  removed  on  request  from  various  houses  in  the 
City  for  disinfection  after  certain  diseases,  and  for  which  payment  has  been 
made. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  all  articles  removed  — 


Beds  .  157 

Blankets  .  684 

Pillows  .  486 

Bolsters  .  155 

Mattresses  .  84 

Counterpanes,  etc.  .  70 

Carpets,  etc.  .  6 

Clothing  .  58 

Miscellaneous  .  473 
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FRIED  FISH  SHOPS. 

41  Fried  Fish  Shops  were  on  the  Register  during  the  year;  one  of  which 
was  discontinued  in  the  Autumn.  5  of  these  shops  are  subject  to  annual  renewal 
of  licence.  8  changes  in  occupation  took  place  during  the  year. 

116  visits  have  been  paid  and  on  the  whole  the  premises  have  been  found 
to  be  kept  in  a  satisfactory  manner  and  the  Byelaws  observed. 


Work  done  : — 

Limewashing,  on  request  .  5 

Cleaning  Sheds  repaired  1 

Miscellaneous  repairs  .  1 

Letters  sent  .  3 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

59  visits  were  paid  to  the  4  Common  Lodging  Houses.  On  the  whole 
they  were  found  to  be  kept  in  a  satisfactory  manner  and  limewashing  has  been 
observed.  Only  3  verbal  cautions  were  necessary  respecting  minor  matters.. 
One  Deputy  Keeper  was  registered  during  the  year. 


Work  done 

New  floor  in  bedroom  .  1 

Other  repairs  .  1 
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SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (MEAT)  REGULATIONS,  1924. 

AND 

SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1933. 


1538  visits  have  been  paid  to  the  22  Licensed  Slaughterhouses. 

The  Slaughterhouses  have,  on  the  whole,  been  kept  in  a  satisfactory  manner 
and  are  generally  well  managed.  No  defaults  calling  for  a  special  report  have 
arisen  throughout  the  year.  15  verbal  cautions  respecting  minor  matters  were 


given  and  5  letters  were  sent. 

Work  done  : — 

Slaughter-houses — repairs  and  improvements  .  5 

New  offal  tins  provided  .  4 

Yard  paving  repaired  .  3 


The  Indemnity  Fund  of  the  Local  Butchers’  Association  has  again  fully 
justified  itself  and  proved  of  great  benefit  to  the  Members.  From  details 
following  it  will  be  seen  that  no  less  than  13  beasts  of  good  quality — for  only 
such  are  insurable — were  the  subject  of  claims  and  which  would  approximately 
involve  a  sum  of  £225.  One  large  firm,  however,  killing  from  20  to  30  good 
quality  beasts  weekly,  is  not  a  member  of  the  Fund. 

In  addition  to  the  above  recorded  visits  the  Food  Stalls  in  the  Market 
on  Wednesdays  and  Saturdays  are  inspected  at  various  times  throughout  these 
days  and  a  large  number  of  inspections  are  made,  at  irregular  periods,  of 
Butchers’  Shops  and  Making-up  Premises  and  also  of  Vans  and  Barrows  in  the 
streets  from  which  food  is  sold. 

KNACKERS’  PREMISES.— There  are  two  licensed,  to  which  a  number  of 
visits  have  been  paid. 

SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1933.  84  persons  hold  a  licence  under 
the  above  Act — details  of  which  are  supplied  to  each  applicant. 


FOOD  SURRENDERED  AND  DESTROYED. 

The  following  have  been  condemned  and  surrendered  as  unfit  for  human 
food  and  destroyed. 

For  Tuberculosis  : — 


1,131  stones  of  beef  (15,844  lbs.). 
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Included  in  the  above  is  the  whole  carcase  and  edible  offal  of  9  Ox  Beasts, 
9  Heifers  and  7  Cows — 13  of  these  being  covered  by  the  Indemnity  Fund  of  the 
Butchers’  Association. 

Also  : — 

1  Cow  (General  Bruising)  49  Stones. 

2  Steers  (Dropsical)  45  Stones. 

3  Pigs  (Generalised  Tuberculosis)  23f  stones. 

2  Pigs  (Inflammation  and  Dropsy)  11 J  Stones. 

6  Pigs  (Erysipelas)  57J  Stones. 

6  Pigs  (Pneumonia)  28  Stones. 


SUNDRIES  : — - 

A  quantity  of  beasts  ,  pigs  and  sheep  s  edible  offal  and  a  large  number  of 
pigs’  heads  ;  and  other  sundries. 

Memo  62  Foods  is,  as  far  as  practicable,  the  standard  of  condemnation 
followed  and  all  condemned  carcases  are  destroyed,  under  supervision,  at  one 
of  the  local  Knackers’  Premises. 

W  eek  by  week  a  number  of  reports  are  received  from  the  Butchers  under 
Clause  9  of  the  Regulations,  which  requires  the  notification  of  any  diseased  or 
unsound  condition  noticed  at  the  time  of  slaughter.  This,  in  addition  to  the 
large  number  of  irregular  visits  to  the  Slaughter-houses,  keeps  things  up  to 
standard  and  in  compliance  with  the  Regulations. 

The  Butchers  generally  loyally  comply  with  the  Meat  Regulations  and  no¬ 
defaults  have  arisen  throughout  the  year  calling  for  a  formal  report  to  be  made 
to  you. 


BAKEHOUSES. 

There  are  45  Bakehouses  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year  ;  one 
Bakehouse  was  discontinued  during  the  year  and  two  new  Bakehouses  opened  ; 
also  there  was  one  change  in  occupation. 

93  visits  were  paid  to  the  several  Bakehouses  which,  speaking  generally 
were  found  satisfactory. 

Work  done  : — 

Limewashing,  on  request  .  j 

Extension  to  premises  .  -j 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  (ADULTERATION)  ACT,  1928. 
PRESERVATIVES  IN  FOOD  REGULATIONS. 


The  undermentioned  articles  have  been  purchased  and  submitted  to  the 
Public  Analyst  for  analysis  : — 


Milk  . 

Separated  Milk  . 

Butter 

Jam  . 

Dried  Fruit  . 

Pepper  . 

Potted  Meat 

Sweet  Spirits  of  Nitre  . 

Boric  Ointment  . 

Paregoric  . 

Alcoholic  Wine  . 

Zinc  Ointment 

Ouinine  Wine  . 

Camphorated  Oil 
Medicine  to  Prescription 
Sausage  . 

Sardine  and  Tomato  Paste 

Marmalade  . 

Pickles 

('ream  . 

Clear  Mints 

Whisky  . 

Brandy  . 

Gin 

Rum  . 


34 

1 

11 

2 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

9 

JmU 

1 

2 

1 

5 

11 

1 

1 

2 

2 

4 

3 

2 

1 

1 


Total  : — 95.  (28  Formal,  67  Informal). 

The  31  genuine  milk  samples  gave  an  average  composition  of  3.49  per  cent, 
fat  ;  8.91  per  cent,  solids  not  fat.  (77  per  cent,  of  these  were  morning’s  milk, 
16  per  cent,  evening’s  milk  and  the  production  time  of  the  remaining  7  per  cent, 
was  “  not  known.”) 

A  number  of  the  samples  submitted  were  examined  for  the  presence  of 
Preservatives  with  negative  results. 

One  informal  sample  of  Milk  was  reported  against.  Five  following-up 
samples  were  taken  within  forty-eight  hours  from  the  same  Producer  and  these 
were  reported  to  be  genuine. 
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One  sample  of  Milk  was  certified,  to  contain  13.41  per  cent,  of  extraneous 
water.  This  was  purchased — after  some  delay  and  obstruction  had  occurred 
on  the  part  of  the  Vendor  in  serving  me — from  the  churn  containing  the  bulk 
“  morning’s  ”  milk  and  after  the  Vendor  had  been  seen  to  run  away  and  empty 
the  contents  of  his  serving  bucket  in  a  customer’s  garden.  Another  sample 
was  purchased  at  the  same  time  from  the  churn  containing  the  bulk  "  evening’s  " 
milk.  This  was  certified  genuine.  An  informal  sample  of  milk,  as  supplied 
to  the  customer,  prior  to  the  serving  bucket  being  emptied,  gave  a  similar 
result  to  the  formal  sample  above  mentioned. 

Legal  proceedings  were  taken  against  the  Vendor  and  his  Partner,  they 
being  jointly  registered  as  retail  purveyors,  and  they  were  each  lined  £5.  The 
Bench  described  this  as  a  “  shockingly  bad  case.” 

Having  regard  to  the  foregoing,  and  a  previous  interview  and  warning,  the 
Vendors  again  appeared  before  the  Public  Health  Committee  of  the  Council, 
following  a  Statutory  Notice  served  upon  them  under  Section  2  of  the  Milk  and 
Dairies  (Amendment)  Act,  1922,  to  show  cause  why  their  names,  as  retail 
purveyors  of  milk,  should  not  be  removed  from  the  Register.  Following  this 
interview  it  was  resolved,  as  a  final  warning,  that  they  be  informed  that  in  the 
event  of  any  further  complaint  their  names  will  be  removed  from  the  Register. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  (CONDENSED  MILK)  REGULATIONS,  1923. 
PUBLIC  HEALTH  (DRIED  MILK)  REGULATIONS,  1923. 

Investigations  have  been  made  and  no  contraventions  of  the  above  Regu¬ 


lations  have  been  noted. 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  ORDER,  1926. 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  MILKSHOPS. 

Following  are  the  particulars  of  the  Register  for  the  year  : — 

(1)  Retail  Purveyors  having  Registered  Premises  in  the  City  41 

(2)  Retail  Purveyors  whose  Premises  are  situate  outside  the  City  21 

(3)  Producers  (Retail)  in  the  City  with  Registered  Cowsheds  .  24 

(4)  Producers  (Wholesale)  in  the  City  with  Registered  Cowsheds  .  13 

(5)  Shopkeepers  selling  Bottled  Milk  only  .  78. 


Registered  during  the  year 

Retail  Purveyors  and  Premises  .  .  .  1 

Retail  Purveyors  (with  Premises  outside  the  City)  .  4 

Wholesale  Producers  .  3 

Shopkeepers  selling  Bottled  Milk  . .  .  0. 


Discontinued  : — 

Retail  Purveyors  1 

Retail  Producers  2 

256  visits  were  paid  respecting  the  above  and  the  following  work  has  been 

done 

Improvements  to  existing  Sheds  (one  of  which — a  very  large  Shed— was 

reconditioned  and  extensive  work  done)  .  6 

New  Dairies  provided  .  2 

Improvements  to  Dairies  .  2 

Yard  paving  .  1 

Limewashing,  on  request  .  2 

Letters  and  Notices  sent  .  7 

Verbal  Cautions  8 

Reports  to  Committee  1 

Statutory  Action  1 

Several  tests  have  been  made,  with  the  “  Trustmun  ”  Sediment  Tester, 
of  milk  on  sale  retail  or  at  the  place  of  delivery  and  cautions  were  given  where 
these  were  found  to  be  necessary. 

During  the  year  21  samples  of  milk  were  taken  from  milk  on  sale  retail, 
for  microscopic  and  biological  examination  for  Tuberculosis  by  the  Institute 
of  Animal  Pathology,  Cambridge.  One  sample  was  reported  as  “  Positive.” 
Details  were  forthwith  put  before  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  who  took  the 
necessary  action  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Act  relating  thereto. 
A  report  was  subsequently  received  that  the  offending  animal  had  been  traced 
and  that  necessary  action  had  been  taken. 


INSPECTIONS  OF 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 

No.  of  Workshops  on  the  Register  at  the  commencement  of  the  year 

(excluding  Bakehouses)  . 

No.  of  Workshops  found  on  inspection  to  be  discontinued 

No.  of  Visits  paid  to  Workshops  . 

No.  of  Visits  paid  to  Factories  re  Sanitary  Conveniences 

No.  of  Workshops  Registered  during  the  year  . 

Outworkers’  lists  received  . 

Notices  from  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  and  Workshops  : 

Re  New  Workshops  . 

Re  Complaints  . 

Letters  sent  . 

Nuisances  abated  and  Sanitary  defects  remedied  . 


139 

15 

132 

22 

2 

4 

2 


3 


3 
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SHOPS  ACTS,  1912  TO  1934. 

Mr.  J.  Callow  and  Mr.  D.  G.  Paterson,  Inspectors  under  the  above  Ads 
report  as  follows : — 

561  inspections  were  made  under  these  Acts  and  in  addition  a  call  was  made 
at  each  of  the  965  shops  to  leave  and  explain  a  Pamphlet — referred  to  in  last 

year's  Report — setting  out  the  main  provisions  of  the  Acts  and  also  the  local 
Closing  Orders. 

60  verbal  cautions  were  given  and  12  letters  sent. 

As  previously  leported  the  varying  exemptions  under  the  Acts  as  regards 
the  evening  closing  hour  are  matters  which  cause  confusion  and  make  for 
difficulties  in  administration,  particularly  with  the  mixed  and  general  shops. 


11  contraventions  were  reported  to  the  Committee  and  11  cautionary 
letters  were  sent  by  the  Town  Clerk  on  the  Committee’s  request. 

Pamphlets  and  particulars  respecting  the  Acts  have  been  given  to  the 
occupiers  of  new  shops  opened,  or  on  any  change  in  occupation. 


CANAL  BOATS  ACTS. 

47  Boats  are  on  the  Register.  These  are  scattered  in  various  parts  of  the 
hen  district  and  rarely  is  a  Canal  Boat  seen  in  this  area.  No  new  registrations 
have  been  applied  for  during  the  year.  Eleven  inspections  have  been  made  in 
connection  with  these  Acts. 


PLEASURE  BOATS. 

18  Boats  were  licensed  and  2  Boatmen.  28  visits  were  paid. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  servant. 


J.  L.  SEDEN. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector.. 


